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HMIS Label Example
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HMIS HEALTH HAZARD RATING CHART
* CHRONIC HAZARD Chronic (long-term) health effects may result repeated overexposure.
0=MINIMAL HAZARD No significant risk to health.
1=SLIGHT HAZARD Irritation or minor reversible injury possible.
2=MODERATE HAZARD Temporary or minor injury may occur.
3=SERIOUS HAZARD Major injury likely unless prompt action is taken and medical treatment is given.
4=SEVERE HAZARD Life-threatening, major or permanent damage may result from single or repeated overexposures.
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Laboratory

Workplace Chemical Container Labeling
OSHA has recently revised its Hazard Communication Standard, 29 CFR 1910.1200, to bring it into alignment with the United Nations’ Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS). However, OSHA has not changed its requirements or its reasoning for labeling a workplace or working container. The container label must convey the hazards of the materials present in the container and provide an identifier (chemical or product name) to allow employees (including non-lab workers) to access information on the material.  Everyone working in the lab should have immediate access to hazard information by reading the Safety Data Sheet (SDS.)
To meet these requirements a laboratory may choose to use the Hazardous Material Identification System (HMIS), NFPA 704 diamond, or legibly write the chemical name and hazard of the chemical in English on a container.  
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM (HMIS):

 is a numerical hazard rating that incorporates the use of labels with color-coded bars as well as training materials. The four bars are color-coded, using the modern color bar symbols with blue indicating the level of health hazard, red for flammability, orange for a physical hazard, and white for Personal Protection. The number ratings range from 0-4. See sections 3, 5, 8 and 10 of Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for information to complete the label.  Note the HMIS labeling system has recently changed, it is now HMISiii and the label should look like the one below.  If you cannot find this label then using an older version is ok.
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NFPA 704:

defines the "fire diamond" used by emergency personnel to quickly and easily identify the risks posed by hazardous materials. See sections 3, 5, 8 and 10 of Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for information to complete the label.
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PROPER CHEMICAL NAME AND HAZARD CONTAINER LABELING:
must contain the full chemical or product name, in English, and the hazard(s) associated with the material (Toxic, Flammable, Corrosive, etc.)  This can be accomplished  by writing the chemical name and hazard(s) on the container or by affixing a pre-printed label, containing the required information, on the container.
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PROCEDURE FOR LABELING OF MIXTURES OF CHEMICALS:
1. The name on the container can be a commonly used name if it is an easily identified mixture and the contents are known and easily determined. Or it can be a list of the hazardous chemicals.  The SDSs for each chemical in mixture must be readily available to all employees.  See below for examples.

2. Health and physical hazards can be based on data for the mixture.

3. If no data is available, extrapolate hazard information based on ingredient data or data from other similar mixtures to classify the mixture.

4. EHS is available to help with hazard determinations.  
Examples:  
Buffer Oxide Etch - Corrosive, Toxic is an acceptable label


    

Smith Lab Mixture – Flammable, Corrosive is not an acceptable label


    
Ethanol, Hydrochloric Acid – Flammable, Corrosive is an acceptable label

SUPPLIERS OF LABELS:
(other options are available)

HMIS LABELS:
· http://www.katssafety.com/products/hmis-iii-label-paper-2-x-2-roll.aspx
· http://www.labelmaster.com/shop/safety/hazcom-products/hazcom-labels
· http://www.jjkeller.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CatalogSearchResultCmd?storeId=10151&catalogId=10551&langId=-1&selectedCategory=all&searchOperationSelected=search&searchTerm=hmis
· http://www.mysafetylabels.com/hmis-labels
NFPA LABELS:
· http://www.uline.com/Product/Detail/S-2845/D.O.T.-Labels-and-Placards/DOT-Labels-Right-to-Know-2-x-2
· http://www.compliancesigns.com/HAZCHEM-14701.shtml
· http://www.labelmaster.com/shop/safety/nfpa-products/nfpa-labels
ADHESIVE LABELS:
· http://www.onlinelabels.com/
· http://www.avery.com/avery/en_us/Products/Labels/?Ns=Rank
· http://www.labelmaster.com/shop/labels/blank-labels/white-vinyl-labels
GHS PICTOGRAM LABELS:
· http://www.grainger.com/category/right-to-know-labels/identification-products/safety/ecatalog/N-je1Z1z08fs4#nav=%2Fcategory%2Fright-to-know-labels%2Fidentification-products%2Fsafety%2Fecatalog%2FN-je1Z1z063yeZ1z08fs4
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